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INDUSTRIAL HEMP 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (South West — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [1.04 pm]: Last week 
I saw firsthand a real coming of age in the hemp industry in WA in the south west. We now have the first WA home 
built from hemp that was grown and processed locally. It was most rewarding to see that the hand we have lent 
the industry since we came to government has been seized by innovative farmers and builders to show some of the 
potential of this industry in building diversity in rural economies. 
Gary Rogers and Georgia Wilkinson from Ridgeview Building Company have been pioneers, building beautiful 
homes in the south west using imported hempcrete. Together with their partner, Esperance farmer David Campbell, 
they have received almost $400 000 from the McGowan government through the value add agribusiness investment 
attraction fund and the industrial hemp grants scheme to build a processing facility in Margaret River, so we can 
now use a locally grown and manufactured product. 
The seed is grown by David Campbell in Esperance and the crop produced in the south west. There are huge 
opportunities for hemp producers, including rapidly growing demand for pet straw, hydromulch, render and plastic 
substitutes. We then went on to deliver our agribusiness voucher awards in Busselton, which included a grant to 
Vasse Valley Hemp Farm for technical expertise and market positioning. Bronwyn Blake is a leader in developing 
the pharmaceutical and nutritional potential of this locally grown product. 
This is a small industry but one that is providing another valuable rotational choice for farmers and value-adding 
opportunities for regional businesses in the state. 
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